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Why ART?
There’s more to Art class than meets the eye.  In addition to developing artistic skills and appreciation of art forms, students are actively engaged in problem-solving, creative thinking and divergent thinking through various “problems” or Studio Assignments that they are given.  These are skills that can be translated into other classes and other areas of their lives.  Lessons that students are engaged in on a daily basis are centered on the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Visual Arts, which are based on the National Standards for Art Education.

Overview of the Fall 2015 semester:

UNIT 1:
THE BASICS

· Right Brain Drawing Exercise

· Viewfinder Composition Resource Sheet

· Color Wheel and Color Schemes Resource Sheet

· Complex Pattern Resource Sheet

· Sketchbook Cover Design-“I Am”
UNIT 2:
DESIGN
· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:   OVERSHOT PATTERN PAPER WEAVING

Students will use their knowledge of viewfinder compositions, color schemes, and pattern to create a paper weaving using overshot pattern techniques.
UNIT 3:
DRAWING
· Contour drawing exercises
· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:   CUT PAPER MOLAS

Students will use viewfinder compositions, color schemes and cutting techniques to create a paper mola.

· Dry media shading techniques

· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:  SHATTERED IMAGES
Students will use various dry media techniques to create contour drawings from observation.

UNIT 4:
PAINTING
· Further development of contour drawing skills
· Exploration of flat-shape value
· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:  POP-ART STYLE PAINTING
Students will explore the ideas behind the American Pop Art movement, and will use tempera painting techniques to create a Pop Art-style painting.
UNIT 5:
PRINTMAKING
· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:  LINOEUM REDUCTION PRINTS
Students will use linoleum printmaking techniques to create “multiple originals.”

UNIT 6:
SCULPTURE
· Introduction to relief sculpture techniques

· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:
RELIEF SCULPTURE

Students will use relief techniques to create a thematic sculpture. 
· STUDIO ASSIGNMENT:
COILED FIBER SCULPTURE

Students will use coiling techniques to create a fiber sculpture.
Due Dates and Late Work Policy:
Studio Assignments are done primarily in class due to the fact that most artwork is cumbersome to transport home, and some supplies/tools can not be taken out of the Art room.  Therefore, it is imperative that students use their class time wisely.  Occasionally, students may take their assignments home if there is a need, and if supplies allow.  

IF a student has used his or her time wisely during class, work will be accepted late with no penalty with prior approval from me.
 
GRADES:
FORMAL GRADES            

Formal grades consist of Sketchbook Assignments  (such as resource sheets, drawing exercises, and design steps), Studio Assignments  (projects) and Sketchbook Checks.  Sketchbook assignments will be graded individually.  Once the assignment has been graded, the student is responsible for attaching it into his/her sketchbook.  Daily warm-ups will also be kept in the sketchbook.  Sketchbooks will be checked 1-2 times per quarter.  

Studio assignments will be weighted more heavily than sketchbook assignments because they take more time to complete.  Studio Assignment grades will be based on the following:  Concepts, Creative Expression, and Craftsmanship.  Formal grades will comprise 65% of the quarter grade.
 

INFORMAL GRADES       

Informal grades are essentially Weekly Participation Grades. Each student starts out the week with 100 points.  Points will be deducted for such things as not using class time wisely and not being prepared for class.  Informal grades will comprise 35% of the quarter grade.
 

 Daily Materials:
 

REQUIRED:     pencil, spiral-bound notebook or sketchbook that can be left in the Art room, eraser, fine-tip permanent black marker (Sharpie, for example), MHMS planner

 

SUGGESTED:   hand-held pencil sharpener, glue stick, ruler

 

 Contact information:
If you have questions or concerns, please email me at kerri.staviski@cms.k12.nc.us, or 

you may call the school at 980-343-5439.

 

Mint Hill Middle School student art work is exhibited throughout the year in both the school and the community.  I look forward to seeing what our young artists will create this year!  
